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The Diseases op the Bespibatoby Obgans, Acute and Chronic. 

By William F. Waugh, A.M, M.D., Professor of Practice and Clinical 

Medicine, Illinois Medical College, etc. Pp. 221. Chicago: G. P. Engel- 

hard & Co., 1901. 

A SMALL book, and one containing in its preface indications that the 
author possesses a virile belief in the efficacy of remedial measures 
attracts attention. A belief that the function of the physician is neither 
one of expectancy nor yet of passive acquiescence in the natural prog¬ 
ress of disease is hopeful, particularly when the method of intervention 
is not only clearly stated,, but with its statement is given the reason for 
*if r ® commen ^ a ^ on - Without criticism of occasional printer’s errors, 
the absence of index, infrequent vernacular in place of scientific diction, 
and even passing by some inconsistencies in text, we would call atten¬ 
tion to the evidence, which the work contains, of positively good results 
to be obtained by the author’s method as here exemplified. There is 
evidence that the book is written from the stand-point of the physician, 
realizing his responsibilities as well as his limitations, and not as indica¬ 
tive of a burning desire for literary fame. Of practical therapeutic 
indications the volume contains a host; of important, even if secondary 
matters for attention, it is replete with suggestion. If we might join 
issue with the writer, we would suggest that with some potent remedies, 
of rather slow elimination, the dose-interval might be very properly 
prolonged in the. interest of the patient. While we are given to under¬ 
stand that this is not to be regarded as “ a finished product,” when a 
more substantial work is presented we are inclined to believe that much 
more than “ a stick may be retained in the final structure.” We are to 
regard this only as a foundation upon which the author may erect a 
more thorough, a more complete, and, quite likely, a more aesthetic 
superstructure. r yr. ^y 


A Treatise on Orthopedic Surgery. By Royal Whitman, M.D., 
Chief of the Orthopedic Department of the Vanderbilt Clinic in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University, etc. Illus¬ 
trated by 447 photographs. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1901. 

.The author wastes no time in definition of orthopedic surgery or 
with general introduction to the subject, but plunges at once into a 
discussion of the conditions generally treated of under this head, and 
the first chapter is devoted to Tubercular Disease of the Spine. This 
general subject is treated by regions, the spine being divided for the 
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purpose into the lower, middle, and upper regions, with suitable treat¬ 
ment for lesions in each section. The complications of spinal tubercu¬ 
losis are admirably dealt with, the author believing, for instance, that 
if abscess is. not present when treatment begins one may hope to ward 
it off by suitable measures. Dealing with the subject of abscess, he 
evidently recognizes the difficulty of treating such cases radically, and 
yet is nevertheless more of a friend of operative intervention than are 
many of. the so-called orthopedists, in which he shows a much riper 
surgical judgment. He .advises against operation in the paraplegia of 
Pott’s disease, his experience having shown its dangers as well as the- 
safety, even if the tediousness, of non-operative treatment. He speaks 
kindly of Calot’s forcible correction method for the deformity of Pott’s 
disease, and describes it in detail. His plan of gradual correction is 
also given at considerable length and in most admirable manner. • In 
the second chapter lion-tuberculous Affections of the Spine are fully 
considered, including syphilis, actinomycosis, acute osteomyelitis, and 
rickets. One of the most valuable portions of the book is that devoted 
to painful affections of the spine not attended by any deformity, such 
as those which result from typhoid fever and gonorrhoea, including, 
also, arthritis, spondylitis deformans, and particularly those painful 
affections which are not even attended by rigidity, such as the neuroses. 

The subject of lateral curvature of the spine is well dealt with, these 
curvatures being classified in eight different varieties, according to their 
etiology, which shows how closely the author has studied the clinical 
and etiological aspects of these cases. He not only does ample justice 
to. but cordially commends Teschner’s system of gymnastic treatment 
with dumb-bells, while not failing to describe other perhaps less violent 
methods. Chapter IV. deals with other deformities of the chest and 
spine, including Sprengel’s deformity of the scapula, asymmetrical 
development, etc. Wolff’s classical researches into the pathogenesis 
of deformity have also full justice done them. Chapter V. concerns 
Tubercular Disease of Bones and Joints. Enough is said of their 
pathology to show that the author is familiar with it, although much 
is left to the special text-books. In Chapter VI. non-tubercular dis¬ 
eases of the same structures are dealt with, including syphilitic *and 
post-gonorrhoeal, with other forms of inf ectio us arthritis, osteoarthritis, 
scurvy, and Charcot’s disease. Chapter VH. deals with Hip Disease. 
In considering its mechanical treatment he discusses fairly the relative 
merits of traction with and without rest— i. e., in bed or in splints and 
braces. The next chapter deals with non-tubercular diseases of the 
same joint, while the following three chapters concern the other major 
articulations. Chapter XIV. deals with Congenital Dislocation of the 
Hip, the author being decidedly inclined to view the lesion as being 
due to a defect in development. He seems to favor operation in all 
cases where radical cure is desired, and describes the three operative 
methods, namely, the open -(Lorenz), forcible replacement, and inter¬ 
mediate operation, claiming that the prospect of success is directly 
related to the age of the patient. Dr. Whitman would advise that in 
children under six there should be first tried the functional weighting 
method of Lorenz, which, if ineffectual, may be followed by the open 
operation. Coxa vara is naturally dealt with in the same chapter, his 
view being that it is best treated by linear, or, if necessary, by cunei¬ 
form osteotomy. 
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Chapter XV. concerns Deformities of the Legs, such as genu valgum 
and varum and bowlegs, and the ensuing chapter deals with those 
• * J upper extremities; then come two chapters concerning the 

important subject of diseases of the nervous system, which so often 
and so unfortunately lead to deformity, including poliomyelitis the 
vanous paralyses muscle dystrophies and atrophies, and hysterical 
and neurotic joints, the description and advice contained therein being 
t £ ®^, at P^apter XXX. concerns the various forms of 

torticollis, the author giving exceedingly careful consideration to the 
indications for and the performance of the various operations called 
ijn la tlus . c0, }dition. The concluding portion of the volume, some 
140 pages is given up to the various disabilities and deformities of the 
foot, including neuralgic affections and their especial treatment by im¬ 
proved footwear, and, in fact, comprising about everything that there 
is to be said in regard to these most annoying maladies. 

One of the important features of the work as a whole is the not only 
frequent but judicious use made of statistics, the author seeming to have 
apportioned his space largely to the statistical importance of Inch sub- 
ject dealt with. Such references as he makes to the surgical anatomy 
of parts involved are delightfully succinct and to the point and of 
particular value is his enumeration of certain anatomical landmarks 
Altogether, we know of no more admirable presentation of the salient 
practical points of orthopedic surgery than this volume affords, nor is 
there any work to which one may refer with more certainty of finding 

tbm,t tk b<St 'i Th< i a “ tho r’ s krge store of experience is evinced 
throughout the work, and his ripe judgment is especially that which 
makes the work so commendable. J R p 


The Treatment of Fractttces. By W. L. Estes, A.M., M.D., Director 
and Physician and Surgeon-in-chief of St Luke's Hospital, South 
Bethlehem, Pa. Published by the International Journal of Surgery Co 
100 William Street, New York. * 


This book, which presents a large personal experience with fractures, 
possesses practical points of value not to be found in many of the more 
extensive works on thhi snbj'eot. The author shows and teaches a proper 
consideration of the patient’s suffering, and constantly tells the attendant 
how this may be avoided or relieved—advice which is very much needed 
by the beginner. At the same time the most thorough methods of reduc¬ 
tion and. dressing are recommended. The pages devoted to “ first aid, 
6 rp mi s ht rea d with profit by everyone. 

The author is an ardent advocate of plaster-of-Paris wherever it is 
possible to use it, and of its early application. We can hardly agree 
with him, however as to the best time at which to begin massage find 
passive motion. This is a much-debated question, but the advocates 
3* e“ r tmotion and massage are certainly increasing in number every 
day. We feel confident that if early motion of muscles and j'oints were 
employed there wouhl be a much earlier return of function than Estes 
is able to promise. This is particularly true of fractures near the wrist- 
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The writer’s attitude toward and experience with fractures of the 
spine in which the cord is injured is much in accord with that of the 
best authorities. A serious omission is that of the Jones dressing for 
fractures of the lower end of the humerus. The author recommends 
the early application in these cases of plaster-of-Paris from the fingers 
to the axilla, fixing the arm in a right-angle position. This dressing 
will not appeal to anyone who has employed the Jones position in the 
treatment of these fractures. We cannot commend- the author’s method 
of dressing a Colies fracture with plaster-of-Paris, although he does 
leave the fingers free and advises early motion of them This dressing 
he leaves undisturbed for two weeks, which we are inclined to think is 
bad treatment of the wrist-joint and its neighboring tendons. 

As a piece of bookmaking we regret that we can say nothing com¬ 
mendatory, since the binding is poor and the type too small. 

j. h. a. 


Pathological Technique. A Practical Manual foe Workers in 
Pathological Histology and Bacteriology, Including Direc¬ 
tions for the Performance of Autopsies and for Clinical 
Diagnosis by Laboratory Methods. By Frank Burr Mallory, 
A.M., M.D., Assistant Professor of Pathology, Harvard University 
Medical School; First Assistant Visiting Pathologist to the Boston City 
Hospital; Pathologist to the Children’s Hospital and to the Carney 
Hospital; and James Homer Wright, A.M., M.D., Director of the 
Clinico-Pathological Laboratory of the Massachusetts General Hospital; 
Instructor in Pathology, Harvard University Medical School. Second 
edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. 432, with 137 illustrations. Philadel¬ 
phia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1901. 

The second edition of this justly prized manual shows considerable 
improvement over the first. The book is larger by 35 pages, the illus¬ 
trations have been increased from 105 to 127, some sections have been 
rewritten, a number of new methods have been added, and some of the 
old methods have been revised. Among the important alterations are 
the amplification of the description of the parasite of actinomycosis, 
and the insertion of descriptions of the bacillus of bubonic plague, 
of the parasite of mycetoma (Madura foot), and of Wright’s methods 
for cultivating anaerobic bacteria. Among the important additions 
are new staining methods for elastic tissue, by Weigert; for bone, by 
Sehmorl, and for connective tissue, by Mallory. Most of the new illus¬ 
trations are reproductions of photomicrographs of different bacteria. 
While it is distinctly stated in the preface that no attempt has been made 
to include in the book all methods and formulae, but rather to exercise 
discrimination, and to select only those methods and formulae that either 
have stood the test of practical experience or give promise of great 
usefulness, the book would have been made even better than it is had 
this rigidity been tempered a little by including more details of the 
Rokitansky method of performing necropsies, Jenner’s blood stain, 
methods other than von Fleischl’s for determining the percentage of 
haemoglobin in the blood, details for detecting typhoid bacilli in th§ 
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urine, Lubarsch’s gentian violet method for demonstrating glycogen 
m (®®P® c biIly 33 Lubarseh’s less reliable iodine-hsematoxylin 

method has been incorporated in this edition), etc. These, however, are 
details. ^ On the whole the book is most praiseworthy. It is a book that 
no one interested in pathological histology and bacteriology can well 
do without—a book than which there is no better on pathological 
technique. A. 0 j K 


International Clinics. Edited by Henry W. Cattell, A.M., M.D., 
Philadelphia, U. S A. Vol. II. Eleventh series. Pp. viii., 304. Phila¬ 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1901. 

We have on several occasions reviewed the different volumes of this 
series. The present contains important papers oh locomotor ataxia, by 
Fournier, Frenkel, and Starr. A theoretical discussion entitled “Some 
Suggestions as to the Mechanism of Mental Operations,” by Ramon y 
Caial, completes the contributions to neurology. In medicine “ Small- 
P° x ’ by Schamberg, illustrated by several excellent plates, is not only 
timely, but valuable in its suggestions and presentation. Douglas 
reviews the causation and treatment of various hemorrhages, systema¬ 
tizing our knowledge, but without introducing any novel features. In 
Surgery, Deaver presents a miscellaneous article dealing with important 
topics, while Wathen contents himself with carefully reporting a single 
instance of splenectomy. The single paper on pediatrics is one on 
- ‘^ CU , t , e Natation of the Heart,” by Blackader, which is character¬ 
istically readable and thorough. Casselberry, reporting on adrenalin, 
covers very thoroughly the field of use in this very important addition to’ 
our therapeutic resources. A notable paper by Shoemaker, “A Study 
of the Especial Ocular Signs Found in States of Unconsciousness,” 
appeals rather to the physician than to the ophthalmic surgeon, but 
is worthy of careful study by both. In therapeutics we find several 
important topics ably presented. Tuffier’s rather optimistic paper on 
Surgical Analgesia by Injections of Cocaine into the Spinal 
Column, and DolSris on the “Oxytocic Effect of the Lumbar Injec¬ 
tion of Cocaine, Particularly to Induce Labor,” thoroughly cover ques¬ 
ts 118 . which have recently become prominent. The marked results 
obtained by this method not only give the practitioner aid in time 
of need, but also warn us of danger when it is employed in general 
surgery. Other excellent articles are those by Jardine, Chaulford, and 
Broca. The volume concludes with the pronunciation and definition 
of some of the newer medical words, by Doriand. This is timely, in 
view of the rapid extension of medical nomenclature, and withal appal¬ 
ling in the torture to which classical Latin and Greek are put. As is 
apparent to the reader, this volume is well abreast of its predecessors 
in practical value and extent of information. R. Yf. 


